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Chester chapmen went over regularly on market days to buy Ogden's de
fustian pieces of the weavers ; every weaver then procuring
[linen] yarn or [raw] cotton as they could to make another
piece, which subjected them to great impositions and in-
conveniences. The buyers were disappointed and suffered
in their turn when the demands of trade were brisk. To
remedy this inconvenience, some of them furnished [linen]
warps and [spun cotton] wool to the weavers, and employed
persons to put warps out to the weaving by commission ;
and encouraged many weavers to fetch them from Man-
chester, endeavouring to secure the honesty and care of their
workmen, upon bringing in the piece, by the force of good
usage and preempt payment, but reserving to themselves a
power of abatement for deficiency in the spinning or work-
manship " x. Then occurred another change when cotton
wool was given out in place of cotton yarn. . " From the time
that the original system was changed in the fustian branch
of buying pieces in the grey from the weavers, by delivering
them out work, the custom of giving them out weft in the
cops 2, which obtained for a while, grew into disuse as there
was no detecting the knavery of spinners till a piece came in
woven ; so that the practice was changed and [cotton] wool
given with [linen] warps, the.weaver answering for spinning"3
as well as for weaving. This last change, in so far as it was
in actual operation, proved detrimental to the weaver because
in times of pressure the spinners were unable to spin sufficient
quantities of cotton wool to serve his needs. " Those weavers
whose families could not furnish the necessary supply of weft
had their spinning done by their neighbours, and were
obliged to pay more for the spinning than the price allowed
by their masters ; and even with this disadvantage very few
could procure weft enough to keep themselves constantly
employed. It was no uncommon thing for a weaver to walk
three or four miles in a morning and call on five or six
spinners before he could collect weft to serve him for the
remainder of the day; and when he wished to weave a
1 Ogden, A Description of Manchester (1783), 74.
a I.e. spun cotton yarn for weft.
8 Ogden, A Description of Manchester (1783), 88.